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THE ROMANS 
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Suddenly Roberto and his family again were one and inseparable. 
Perhaps, considering their history, it would be wise to suggest this 
unity, this togetherness, might only be temporary; but after initially j 

i 

largely disregarding Ingrid and the young, Roberto began to spend all 



of his time with them. 



Why, and why at that particular time, I do not know, art-*-™ 
Reasoning as one might with people, which is a fairly safe way of 
thinking about geese, several explanations suggest themselves. 

There is, obviously, always the possibility that Roberto 
realized the world and his family expected and were entitled to more 
of him thafc his occasional attention. He did dash to them from time 
to time for the first few days after the hatch whenever he or Ingrid j 
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thought there might be an emergency endangering the young. However, . ; 

because he displayed no initial attachment to the young, this possi- 
bility might safely be discounted. Most ganders are simply crazy about j 

| 

their offspring. Their excess of attentiveness begins with the nest, 
increases markedly during the hatching, and is practically without limit: 



after the young are first born. Roberto was almost Indifferent to the 
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incubation and, unlike most ganders, failed at any time to station 
himself near the- nest during this period. For almost a week after the 
beginning of the hatch, he was with Das and the young only infrequently 
and apparently only afe times he may have feared danger to them. 

Exactly one week after^the hatch commenced, one of our 
regular waterfowl customers appeared and expressed his great desire 
to again have a pair of goslings. It seems as though annually about 
Easter time he wants goslings. Nothing apparently happens to the 
goslings, and each year he again comes back for more. Because of his 
obvious great desire and his affection for young waterfowl, I decided 
to let him have two of Roberto *s children. Roberto and Ingrid were 
watching the infants as they swam in the pond. Fortunately, when the 
young came out of the water, they were separated f rom Roberto by a 
fence, making the capture of two an easy matter, without danger of my 
getting flogged. Although the parents displayed no distress at the 
loss of the young, it would seem possible that perhaps this loss pre- 
cipitated Roberto's constant attention upon his family. j 

At the same time. Das also showed realization of the change j 
that had come over Roberto. For the previous week, she had dutifully 




3 






sat upon the eggs ^ngrid had abandoned and the two of her own upon which 
she had earlier been sitting. Only infrequently was she off the nest 
and then for such brief periods that her conduct can be considered 
normal. Beginning with the departure of the two babies for their new 
home, she spent longer and longer intervals off the nest and these 
intervals came more frequently. Because the weather was quite warm 
while I was aware of her absences from the nest, I wasn’t too worried 
because without her body heat the eggs would continue incubating. But 
early^on the morning of the eighth day after the beginning cf the 
hatching, it became fairly certain Bas finished with her first personal 
attempt at motherhood. During the previous night, she had smothered 
the first of the eggs left by Ingrid that hatched. The next night she 
broke an egg, and the morning of the day it became clear she was no 
longer going to sit she abandoned 7 eggs, one of which was hatching. 

The gosling was lively, announcing his imminent arrival Into the world 
and was pecking away at the shell audibly and with great vigor. 

I hurried the eggs except for one that was cracked to the 

home of a friend who was incubating duck eggs with one of our incuba- 
tors, and from there left for what has become my weekly trip to New York. 
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It was good thing that I did for the Roberto family continued to 
The 

enjoy a rare oneness. A former roue/ was never as much as 15 feet away from 
any of his family. Regularly he brought them to the back of the house to 
be fed, and he wauld allow them for the first few days to get as close as 
2 or 3 feet to the humans who did the feeding. Of course, all the time he 
loudly hissed his threats and flapped the customary warnings with his wings. 
But tyere was no doubt about it. It was Roberto wyo led tye family to the 
trough. 

But why did Das, who had been doing so beautifully In her sitting, 
decide at that particular time to abandon her responsibilities? She had 
been cooking away for only two weeks. This is a very brief time for sitting 
It is only 2/3 of a chicken’s period and but half the normal siege of o the 
goose. There is no doubt in my mind that instinctively i&gr Bas knew how 
long she would be required to warm and turn those eggs. Those waterfowl who 
do go broddy are among the most adequate sitters. b r e have known them to go 
more than two weeks more than the required time when the eggs were infertile 
or had spoiled and on those occasions had had to remove the eggs fearing the 
female geese might starve themselves to death In their devotion to their 



maternal responsibilities, if we ignore the one obvious possibility, that 
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Das sms just was not cut out for motte rhood, there seems to be only one 

if 

reasonably credible supposition: /Das had been a human person instead of 
a goose person there would be no doubt in my mind about this o supposition. 

I believe Das aas afraid Ingrid was about to steal the No. 1 spot 
in Roberter’s heart! During her absence from the nest, she had observed 
Roberto’s new-found recognition of the joys of fatherhood and thereafter, 
as she sat upon the eggs and thought and thought, I believe it occurred to 
her that while she was busy with her chores, Ingrid was busy with her wiles. 
The advent of real warm weather which made sitting even less pleasant may 
have provided the rationalization that Das needed if Indeed she needed any 
to rea.ch her decision to abandon the nest. 

Her decision and behavior may have been ungoosely. It was not, 
however, un human . 

The entire history of the Roberto fiamily this year has been almost 

unique when compared with those normal goose behavior and Roberto* s own 

philandering record. Indeed, his history has for several weeks made me 

wonder whether he had paid even perfunctory court to Ingrid. Now that both 

the laying and hatching season, as far as the geese are concerned, is over, 

this is one point about which no vestige of doubt remains. All of o the eggs 
laid o by both brides were fertile. For geese, this Is a truly excellent 
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performance and for Roberto, despite his behavior, this constitutes a first- 
class endorsement. He may be a lousy lover, an indifferent husband, an 
inconstant companion and a traitor to all of the fine traditions of his 
species, but as a fertilizer he has and can have no peer! 

I wonder ii rtiy doubts about his interest in Ingrid were caused o by 
a strangely unanimal- lifae regard for love on Roberto’s part as in my mind I 
review the breeding and laying seasons, not once did I see him mate. Is thi; 
then possible our roving romancer has a human-like attitude . toward the 
tenderness and privacy of the consummation of love? 




